Entrepreneurship

at Georgia State

Impact Report
2018-2019

PRODUCED BY:
The Entrepreneurship and Innovation Institute

Georgia State University
55 Park Place, Suite 250
Atlanta GA 30303

(404) 413-7910
eni@gsu.edu
eni.gsu.edu

This annual Impact Report was produced by the
Entrepreneurship and Innovation Institute in conjunction
with various units across campus that support Georgia
State University's entrepreneurial efforts.

LETTER FROM THE
PRESIDENT

1

ENTREPRENEURIAL
ECOSYSTEM

3

UNDERGRADUATE
STUDIES

7

GRADUATE
STUDIES

11

ACADEMIC AND
RESEARCH UNITS

13

ENGAGEMENT

19

ABOUT
GEORGIA STATE

31

ENTREPRENEURSHIP
WORKING GROUP

33

SPECIAL THANKS TO
Jackie Davis, Associate Director
Entrepreneurship and Innovation Institute
Georgia State University, B.A. '09, ME.d. '12, MBA '18

Lexie Newhouse, Student Assistant
Entrepreneurship and Innovation Institute
Georgia State University, B.I.S. '20

President's Letter

1

PRESIDENT'S LETTER

Driven by the 2011-21 strategic plan, Georgia State’s efforts to strengthen entrepreneurship and
innovation across the university have focused on establishing a sustainable infrastructure that supports
the acquisition of technical and critical thinking skills through learning, discovery, experimentation,
prototyping and execution. With today’s shifting talent demands and work environments, we recognize
the need to provide students with access to an experiential curriculum, interactive workshops and
creative spaces. Recent surveys reveal two-thirds of students who will come to colleges and universities
in the next four to 10 years believe they will start their own businesses. This is about giving them the
opportunities and resources to fulfill their own dreams.
To help students with this transition from college to their careers, units such as the Entrepreneurship and
Innovation Institute, the Creative Media Industries Institute, the Institute for Biomedical Sciences and the
Social Entrepreneurship program are providing student entrepreneurs and innovators with classroom and
extracurricular experiences to enhance their education.
The introduction of these university-wide entrepreneurship programs and cooperative education overall
makes Georgia State an integral part of the future development of our region. In recent years, state and
local economic development organizations have promoted and developed an ecosystem that supports
innovation and growth among industries that are our region’s major employers and economic engines,
industries such as logistics, biosciences, financial technologies, film and media, network security and
health information technologies.
Using an interdisciplinary approach, we are training students for success in these key industries while
preparing them for the changing needs of the workforce. Piloting and improving programs such as Digital
Learners to Leaders, the Blockchain Lab and Main Street Entrepreneurship Seed Fund enable us to show
students what’s possible and equip them with competencies to meet the evolving needs of industry.
Whether students start a new venture or join an established organization, #StateStarts here in equipping
students with the entrepreneurial and innovative mindset needed to disrupt everyday thinking.

Mark Becker, Ph.D.

President of Georgia State University
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Entrepreneurial Ecosystem
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ENTREP
RENEUR
SHIP
AT GEORGIA STATE UNIVERSITY

As a leader in innovation and inclusion, Georgia State offers several campusbased resources for student entrepreneurs of all experience levels, majors,
industries

and

backgrounds.

Co-working

spaces

and

incubators

like

LaunchGSU, makerspaces like EXLAB and the Creative Media Industries
Institute (CMII), technology labs like the Creation and Technology Lab (CATLab)
and the Center for Excellence in Teaching & Learning (CETL) and a Living
Learning Community (LLC) called E-House all contribute to an ecosystem of
innovation and entrepreneurship across campus. Since 2016, Georgia State
student entrepreneurs have won over $255,000 in pitch competitions,
completed several successful company exits and consumed thousands, if not
millions, of cups of coffee.
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ENTREPRENEURIAL ECOSYSTEM

TIMELINE OF
ENTREPRENEURSHIP

AT GEORGIA STATE
1999

The Herman J. Russell Sr. Center for Entrepreneurship endows a million dollar pledge to
support student or faculty awards for innovative ideas or practices in entrepreneurship. The
Center also hosts prominent guest speakers through its speaker series.
2014

A $22.8 million gift made by the Robert W. Woodruff Foundation funds the establishment of
the Creative Media Industries Institute.
Institute for Biomedical Sciences is officially established at Georgia State University to bridge
the gap between basic laboratory research and its clinical applications.
2015

For the first time, Georgia State offers an undergraduate minor in Entrepreneurship,
available to all Georgia State students regardless of major.
2016

The Andrew Young School of Policy Studies in partnership with the Robinson College of
Business launches the Social Entrepreneurship major.
The Entrepreneurship and Innovation Institute is established in an effort to strengthen the
entrepreneurial culture across campus.
2017

LaunchGSU, Georgia State's first 24/7 coworking space, opens.
2019

Marvin Hitson Jr. (B.B.A. '19) is the first Georgia State student to graduate with the Major in
Entrepreneurship from the J. Mack Robinson College of Business.
Georgia State launches the Main Street Entrepreneurship Seed Fund with a $300,000 grant
from the Marcus Foundation to provide mentoring and funding to underrepresented
entrepreneurs.
Georgia State Alumni Association Board approves the Entrepreneurship Alumni Network.
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ENTREPRENEURSHIP

IN ATLANTA

Ranking #1 in the U.S. for its 6th year running as
the best state for business according to Site Selection,
boasting

371,524

minority-owned

businesses

and

ranking #2 in the U.S. for most women-led startups,
Georgia's dynamic and innovative climate cultivates an
environment for entrepreneurs of all backgrounds to
succeed. Georgia State University, named one of the
nation's most ethnically diverse institutions, continues
to support a culturally-rich ecosystem within the city
and beyond.
To support its entrepreneurs while building community,
Downtown Atlanta boasts numerous co-working spaces
and incubators that are within walking distance to
Georgia State University. Students can take advantage
of Georgia State’s proximity to these entrepreneurial
hubs to network, seek internships, attend workshops or
events

and

connect

with

Atlanta’s

entrepreneurial

ecosystem.

For help navigating Atlanta's
Entrepreneurial Ecosystem, visit
startupatlanta.com/atlguide

PAGE 04 | ATLANTA

Downtown entrepreneurial hotspots include Constellations
Coworking, Center for Civic Innovation, Centerform, Flatiron
City,

Loeb.atl,

Russell

Center

for

Innovation

and

Entrepreneurship, Switchyards Downtown Club, WeWork and
the Women's Entrepreneurship Initiative.
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Undergraduate Studies
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UNDERGRADUATE STUDIES

UNDERGRADUATE

ENTREPRENEURSHIP PROGRAMS
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Entrepreneurship

Biomedical Enterprise

The Bachelor of Business Administration in
Entrepreneurship and Minor in Entrepreneurship
offered by the J. Mack Robinson College of
Business through the Entrepreneurship and
Innovation Institute equip students with an
entrepreneurial portfolio of problem-solving and
team-working skills to address customer
problems with effective solutions.

The Bachelor of Interdisciplinary Studies in
Biomedical Science and Enterprise* offered by the
Institute for Biomedical Sciences prepares
students for a range of exciting careers in the
biomedical industry or advanced degrees in
science, business or law.

Media Entrepreneurship

Social Entrepreneurship

The Bachelor of Interdisciplinary Studies in
Media Entrepreneurship offered through the
Creative Media Industries Institute in the
College of Arts and Sciences prepares students
for entry into a changing media environment
with an understanding of business dynamics
and opportunities.

The Bachelor of Interdisciplinary Studies in Social
Entrepreneurship offered through the Andrew
Young School of Policy Studies prepares students
to become agents and leaders of social change
who will transform communities through innovative
startups and existing social enterprises.

*Program launching fall 2019

UNDERGRADUATE

STUDENT ENROLLMENT

987
total number of ENI-prefix credit
hours generated in spring 2019**

Georgia State offers undergraduate students
the following entrepreneurial programs:
Entrepreneurship Major
Entrepreneurship Minor
Biomedical Science and Enterprise Major*
Media Entrepreneurship Major
Social Entrepreneurship Major

80
total number of Entrepreneurship
Majors enrolled in spring 2019***

77

Number of Undergraduate Students Enrolled
in Entrepreneurial-Themed Majors and Minor
from Program Inception to Spring '19
500

total number of Entrepreneurship
Minors enrolled in spring 2019

400

286
total number of Media
Entrepreneurship Majors
enrolled in spring 2019***

300

61
total number of Social
Entrepreneurship Majors
enrolled in spring 2019***

200

100
* Program launching fall 2019
** Figures include BUSA 3090: Survey of Business,
a requirement for non-business majors
*** Figures include majors + pre-majors
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UNDERGRADUATE
STUDIES
UNDERGRADUATE
STUDIES

UNDERGRADUATE

ENTREPRENEURSHIP COURSEWORK
Sampling of Entrepreneurship Courses Offered

Survey of Business Principles
Entrepreneurial Thinking for Startups
Product-Service Design for New Ventures
Business Model Validation
From Startup to Growth Company
Startup Incubation and Mentoring
Entrepreneurship and Innovation Internship

"I transferred to Georgia State specifically for
their Entrepreneurship and Innovation Institute.
I have always wanted to learn how to build and
scale a company, and I saw this as the best
avenue to pursue my dream."
Nathan Foster

B.B.A. Economics, '18

Business Law for Entrepreneurs
Technology Law for Entrepreneurs
Technology for Entrepreneurs
Marketing for Entrepreneurs
Fundamentals of Franchising Entrepreneurship
Introduction to Social Entrepreneurship
New Ventures in Creative Media
Media Entrepreneurship Proseminar
Media Business Development
Managing the Creative Enterprise
Entrepreneurship in the Music Industry
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For more entrepreneurship course
offerings at Georgia State, visit
enrollment.gsu.edu/catalogs

Graduate Studies
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GRADUATE STUDIES

27

TH

among public universities
for part-time evening MBA*

48

TH

in the nation for part-time
evening MBA*

GRADUATE

ENTREPRENEURSHIP PROGRAMS
Georgia State University currently offers two graduate-level degree programs in the areas of
Entrepreneurship and Biomedical Enterprise.

MBA with Entrepreneurship Concentration

The entrepreneurship concentration offered through the J. Mack Robinson College of Business Master's
of Business Administration (MBA) equips individuals with the innovation skills to craft next-generation
solutions. While the MBA program enhances general management abilities, the entrepreneurship
concentration focuses on preparing graduates to innovate, lead and execute change. The methods,
tools and techniques taught are valuable to those chasing their own entrepreneurial pursuits or taking
their talents to a well-established organization. Robinson’s MBA, in partnership with the
Entrepreneurship and Innovation Institute, is flexible in every way. Students take courses at their desired
time, location and pace.
M.I.S. in Biomedical Enterprise

The Masters of Interdisciplinary Studies (M.I.S.) in Biomedical Enterprise equips students to enter the 21st
century biomedical enterprise workforce through its unique, interdisciplinary coursework in science, law
and business, accompanied by interactive projects and internships. In partnership with the nationallyranked J. Mack Robinson College of Business and the College of Law, this innovative program teaches
students how to bring biomedical advances to the marketplace, empowering them to make important
contributions that could improve human health and save lives.

*According to US News & World Reports 2019
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Academic and Research Units
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ACADEMIC AND RESEARCH UNITS

Entrepreneurship &
Innovation INSTITUTE

The Entrepreneurship & Innovation Institute (ENI)

develops business leaders who possess the
knowledge, skills and confidence to create, scale and
deliver products, services and solutions. The Institute
brings real-world concepts and experiences to those
passionate about starting their own business, working
for a startup or bringing entrepreneurial skills to an
existing organization.
Fifty-three percent of students enrolled in ENI-prefix

courses are pursuing majors in colleges outside of
the J. Mack Robinson College of Business. The pie
chart represents the breakdown of enrolled students
and their college affiliation.

ENI's Courses Are Interdisciplinary
J. Mack Robinson College
of Business 47%
Arts & Sciences 34%
Andrew Young School of
Policy Studies 11%
College of the Arts 8%

Home Colleges of Students Enrolled in ENI's
Core Courses (ENI 3101, ENI 3102 and ENI 3103)
for the 2018-19 Academic Year

"Through participating in the ENI Incubator and various pitch competitions, I've honed my soft skills when
communicating the viability of my business. My skills, experience and growth are a direct reflection of the
excellent staff and student programming provided by ENI."
Robert Hatcher

B.S. Psychology '17
Entrepreneurship Minor '17
MBA '19
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To hear from more Georgia State
students and alumni like Robert, visit
eni.gsu.edu/news-events

INSTITUTE for

Biomedical Sciences

The Institute for Biomedical Sciences (IBMS)

offers innovative, interdisciplinary degree programs for each level of
your education. The curriculum combines studies in biomedical science
as well as courses from the J. Mack Robinson College of Business and
the College of Law, preparing our students to work in biotechnology,
pharmaceutics, entrepreneurship, consulting, education, outreach,
government and other fields.
IBMS not only builds a strong research presence in the biomedical
sciences, but it also fosters a unique environment to promote
synergistic and interdisciplinary collaboration with internal units at the
university. The institute also collaborates with other Georgia and nonGeorgia research institutions, major medical centers, private sector
companies, organizations and foundations, including the Georgia
Research Alliance, to develop world-class multidisciplinary research and
education programs.

For updates on this emerging institute,
visit biomedical.gsu.edu

13
world-renowned
research faculty
members

$20M
annually in external
research funding

B.I.S.
IBMS will launch a
Bachelors of
Interdisciplinary
Studies in
Biomedical Science
and Enterprise in
fall 2019
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ACADEMIC AND RESEARCH UNITS

Creative Media
Industries INSTITUTE
The Creative Media Industries Institute (CMII)

builds connections between creative students and the entertainment
and information industries. Its focus is on advanced technology
workforce training, building a national model for media
entrepreneurship and collaborating with media and arts industry
partners. The Creative Media Industries Institute prepares students for
careers in the entertainment and information industries. In addition,
CMII is building a model to nurture media entrepreneurs and facilitate
industry collaboration – especially concentrated on the film and TV
production, music industries and game design sectors – to generate
research and economic development.

"The Media Entrepreneurship program allowed me to spread my
wings and become involved in multiple facets. It allowed me to
explore these new topics, like virtual reality (VR) and other emerging
technologies, while learning about entrepreneurship along the way."

400+
number of students
concentrating in Media
Entrepreneurship and
Game Design enrolled
since program inception
in 2016

170+
members in the
Innovative Media Club,
a student organization
housed in the Creative
Media Industries
Institute (CMII)

Monroe Ramsey

B.I.S. Media Entrepreneurship '19

Explore more about the immersive
experiences and realities at
cmii.gsu.edu
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ANDREW YOUNG SCHOOL
of Policy Studies
Andrew Young School of Policy Studies (AYSPS)

offers a Bachelor of Interdisciplinary Studies (B.I.S.) in Social Entrepreneurship
in partnership with the Robinson College of Business to prepare students to
lead social change and transform communities with innovative, problem-solving
businesses. The B.I.S. launched in fall 2016.
Star-C Challenge | Fall 2016

Social Entrepreneurship partnered with the Entrepreneurship and Innovation
Institute to host a one-month collaborative competition that engaged students,
industry professionals, faculty and staff to address a systemic social problem.
Over 70+ students participated in workshops, a site visit and a pitch
competition to create solutions for scaling up the Star-C workforce housing
initiative operating in Clarkston, Georgia.
"Be the Change" | Spring 2017 & 2018

“Be the Change” is an idea-stage seed-funding competition hosted for Social
Entrepreneurship students. Students pitch their solutions to social problems for
the chance to win a $1000 grand prize to develop their ideas into actionable
plans.
Social Innovation Jam | Spring 2019

Over the course of 48 hours, students, nonprofit leaders, designers, advocates,
policy influencers, change-makers and entrepreneurs implemented design
thinking tools to uncover new ways to achieve three of the United Nation’s
Sustainable Development Goals by innovating, collaborating and creating.

For more about Social
Entrepreneurship at Georgia
State, visit aysps.gsu.edu

1

ST

interdisciplinary
undergraduate degree in
Social Entrepreneurship
in the state of Georgia

20+
total number of Social
Entrepreneurship Club
members for 2019

30%
percent increase in Social
Entrepreneurship major
enrollment annually
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ACADEMIC AND RESEARCH UNITS

Perimeter College

Entrepreneurship Across Campuses

In 2015, the University System of Georgia Board of Regents
voted to consolidate Georgia State University and Georgia
Perimeter College. The Clarkston Campus, one of five physical
campuses of Perimeter College, reflects the diversity of its town.

40

nationalities
represented

60

languages
represented

33%

of the residents are
international refugees

With its community focus, the Clarkston Campus hosted
"Growing Clarkston," an evening series of conversations with
entrepreneurs, supported by State Farm and the U.S. Economic
Development Administration (EDA), for students and Clarkston
community members. Free weekly business consultations on
campus also encouraged budding student and community
entrepreneurs. During the summer of 2019, Perimeter College
faculty and staff members completed a summer workshop series
on how to incorporate concepts of entrepreneurship into their
everyday work and research.

Visit perimeter.gsu.edu/about-perimeter-college/clarkston
to learn more about the campus
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“The town of Clarkston is a
little over a square mile.
Time Magazine described it
as the most diverse square
mile in the nation. Clarkston
has many people looking
for opportunities and we
want to work with them to
find those opportunities.
What’s a better goal for a
college than to open doors
for its community?”

Janet Orr

Professor, Perimeter College
Clarkston Campus

Engagement
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ENGAGEMENT

ENTREPRENEURSHIP

SCHOLARSHIPS

Arasin Entrepreneurship Scholarship
Chopra Entrepreneurship Scholarship
Frances Wood Wilson Foundation Scholarship
Moses Lee Reid Entrepreneurial Award
Salamanca Scholarship

$33,000 +

"My business plan was all about creating programs about
water safety, first aid and CPR in minority communities. I
was definitely hesitant [to apply for the scholarship]
because I knew that I’d be disappointed if I didn’t get it. So
I just dismissed those doubts and I went for it, and look
what happened, I’m sitting here now!"
Unique Rodriguez

Social Entrepreneurship Major &
Frances Wood Wilson Scholar

in entrepreneurship scholarships
awarded annually

To learn more about our
entrepreneurship scholarships, visit
eni.gsu.edu/scholarships

"Entrepreneurship for me is all about creating value and
having other people see the value in you as well as finding
a solution to a problem. Your competitive advantage to
your solution is key as it gives your solution the edge over
anyone else’s."
Christian Park

Managerial Science Major &
Frances Wood Wilson Scholar
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1

MAKING HISTORY

“Regardless of whether you consider
yourself an entrepreneur, there’s a lot
of knowledge and skills to be gained
from this program.”
Marvin Hitson Jr.

B.B.A. Entrepreneurship '19
Entrepreneurship and Innovation Institute's
First Major in Entrepreneurship gradate
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ENGAGEMENT

COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS

60+

Business RadioX at Georgia State

In partnership with Business RadioX, the
Entrepreneurship and Innovation Institute
hosts a live on-campus radio show that
features faculty, staff, student and alumni
stories showcasing Georgia State's impact
on the Atlanta business community.

guests featured on
Business RadioX
as of June 2019

20+

Business RadioX
podcasts recorded
as of June 2019

To access our podcast library
visit eni.gsu.edu/bizradioxatgsu

Envolve Entrepreneurship

Envolve Entrepreneurship is a 501(c)(3) organization
committed
to
developing
and
cultivating
entrepreneurial ecosystems. It is the social
responsibility division of the Libra Group, a privatelyowned international business group. In 2019, Envolve
partnered with Georgia State University’s J. Mack
Robinson
College
of
Business
and
the
Entrepreneurship and Innovation Institute to present
the Envolve Award USA for the Atlanta Region. This
annual business plan competition is designed to
stimulate economic growth, innovation and social
change by providing access to capital and critical
business mentorship to the entire entrepreneurial
ecosystem.
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$25,000

awarded to Atlanta
entrepreneurs through
the Envolve Award USA

1

14,000+
EO members in 193
chapters across 60
countries

11,000+
TiE members in 60
chapters across 17
countries

Entrepreneurs Organization Atlanta Chapter

The Entrepreneurs’ Organization (EO) is the world’s leading peer-to-peer network
of successful business owners. Each year, EO hosts GSEA, The Global Student
Entrepreneur Awards. Its mission is to inspire students to start and grow
entrepreneurial ventures. In 2018, the Entrepreneurship and Innovation Institute
partnered with the Atlanta Chapter of EO, making Georgia State the host site for the
Southeast region. Winners from each region compete at the GSEA Finals, offering
students access to resources and a global network of entrepreneurs.
Georgia University Entrepreneurship Initiative

The Georgia University Entrepreneurship Initiative (GUEI) is a bi-annual conference
created to foster collaboration in building entrepreneurial programs in universities
across the state. Leaders in Georgia's education ecosystem are joined by
entrepreneurs, students and community partners for roundtable discussions and
networking. Georgia State's Entrepreneurship and Innovation Institute is a founding
member. Other organizing committee members include: Invest Atlanta, Metro
Atlanta Chamber, TiE Atlanta/TYE University, Emory University, Georgia Institute of
Technology, Kennesaw State University and the University of Georgia.
TiE Atlanta Chapter

The Indus Entrepreneurs (TiE) is a global nonprofit organization devoted to
entrepreneurs in all industries, at all stages. TiE provides its members with
mentoring, networking, education, funding and incubation. With a global reach and
a local focus, the TiE Atlanta Chapter is one of the top five chapters in the world.
Since 2016, TiE Atlanta has joined the Entrepreneurship and Innovation Institute to
host its TiE Young Entrepreneurs University (TYE-U) Entrepreneurship Competition.
The goal of the program is to empower university students to become the next
generation of entrepreneurs. Students receive mentoring and compete in a pitch
competition. The TYE-U Atlanta winner competes at TYE-U Global.
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ENGAGEMENT
Invest Atlanta

The City of Atlanta's official economic development
authority supports entrepreneurship in many ways.
Invest Atlanta and Worksource Atlanta are further
developing a tech talent pipeline by subsidizing
Atlanta-based students to complete entrepreneurialfocused internships with Atlanta startups through the
Students2Startups program. 10+ Georgia State
students have been selected since the program
launched in 2018.
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CO-CURRICULAR

ACTIVITIES
Blockchain Lab

Launched in spring 2019, the Blockchain Lab at Georgia State is a weekly workshop
series on the transformative technology. These workshops introduce blockchain and
decentralized concepts, uses, projects, technology and development environments
through interactivity, design thinking and in-class exercises.

Collegiate Entrepreneurs Organization

The student-led Collegiate Entrepreneurs Organization (CEO)
Chapter at Georgia State is an extracurricular student
organization driven by the mission of connecting established
and aspiring entrepreneurs to foster growth through
networking, live events, conferences and other programs.

E-House Living Learning Community

At the Entrepreneurship House Living Learning Community
(E-House LLC), formed through a partnership between
Georgia State Housing and the Entrepreneurship and
Innovation Institute, entrepreneurial students have the
opportunity to live on campus, enjoy access to exclusive
facilities and participate in a variety of opportunities to
connect with like-minded E-House residents.

Georgia InVenture Prize

Hosted by the Georgia Chamber, the Georgia InVenture Prize
is an annual event that highlights Georgia’s innovation
ecosystem and its high-potential, ambitious and growthoriented student entrepreneurs. Each Georgia college and
university identify one team to compete in this statewide
competition. Teams present their unique business solution to
judges and finalists’ present to judges and audience
members during a live televised event at Georgia Public
Broadcasting Studios. Prizes include the Georgia InVenture
Prize Cup, finalist awards, $50,000 in cash prizes and in-kind
professional services.

3,000+
total number of the
Entrepreneurship and
Innovation Institute event
attendees since program
inception in 2016

50+
total number of Blockchain
Lab participants for
spring 2019

400+
total number of student
members in the Georgia
State Chapter of the
Collegiate Entrepreneurs
Organization (CEO) in 2019

93
total number of E-House
residents since program
inception in 20

"Entrepreneurship is taking charge and writing your own
destiny – not allowing any person or societal standard
to say what you can or cannot do."
Kofo Durojaiye

B.I.S. Media Entrepreneurship '20
S2S Participant and Qoins Marketing Intern
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ENGAGEMENT

CENTER for EXCELLENCE in
Teaching & Learning

150+
total number of students
enrolled in DLL cohorts

33+
total number of majors
represented in DLL cohorts

3rd
entering its third cohort of
the DLL program

Digital Learners to Leaders
Digital Learners to Leaders (DLL) is an experiential learning program, with a
focus on reaching students from all backgrounds, to develop the next
generation of digital problem solvers. This program provides students
opportunities for expanding their technical skills while practicing sought-after
professional skills. DLL engages students in exploring solutions to local
challenges using digitization and the Internet of Things. Participants from
across majors learn skills ranging from coding and computational thinking to
entrepreneurship, project management and communication from industry
professionals as they collaboratively develop digital solutions.
Teams from Digital Learners to Leaders have developed a variety of creative
digital solutions. Team EcoDrop (pictured above) is working to turn its project,
which took 1st place at the spring 2019 HackGSU Hackathon, into a business
by seeking investors, expanding their team’s expertise and refining their
prototype. EcoDrop aims to increase recycling through gamification, using
conveniently-placed recycling machines and an app to reward participants for
their conservation efforts.

Meet the Digital Learners to Leaders cohort members at
innovation.gsu.edu/dll
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1

H.J. Russell Center

for ENTREPRENEURSHIP

H.J. Russell Center for Entrepreneurship

Herman J. Russell, Sr. cemented his legacy as a masterful
entrepreneur through hard work, perseverance and innovative
thinking. In his honor, The Herman J. Russell, Sr. Center for
Entrepreneurship (HJRCE) was endowed in 1999 by Russell to
empower a new generation of passionate leaders. HJRCE is a key
partner in the Entrepreneurship and Innovation Institute's (ENI)
success in supporting student entrepreneurs. All funding for students
enrolled in ENI 3101 and 4201, in addition to its events programming,
is courtesy of HJRCE. Continuing programs include: the HJRCE
Business Model Competition, the Motivational Author Talk and the
Influential Speaker Series.

The Late Herman J. Russell, Sr.

Founder & CEO, H. J. Russell and Company

To learn more about how Russell's legacy lives on, visit
eni.gsu.edu/hjrussell-center-for-entrepreneurship

$23,000+
in total funding to Georgia State
University student entrepreneurs

$10,000+
ENI has awarded more than
$10,000 to student entrepreneurs
enrolled in ENI 3101 through the
HJRCE Business Model
Competition

$13,000+
ENI has awarded more than
$13,000 to students enrolled in ENI
4201, an incubation course
designed to help students launch
and scale their businesses
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ENGAGEMENT

MAIN STREET ENTREPRENEURSHIP

SEED FUND
$300,000
96 Total Applications

Supported by the Marcus Foundation, the Main Street Entrepreneurship Seed Fund (MSESF) was created
to support underrepresented student, recent alumni and GSU community entrepreneurs with seed funding
and mentorship. Utilizing a $300,000 grant, the goal is to create at least 10 new businesses in the metro
Atlanta area by 2020. Applicants will go through a two-stage selection process. The inaugural cohort will be
announced in fall 2019.
Breakdown of Applicants

The graph represents the breakdown of the
96 Main Street Seed Fund applicants based
on their student, alumni or community
member status.

Main Street Entrepreneurship Seed Fund
2019 Applications by Applicant Type
Students 64%
Alumni 33%
Community Members 3%

Learn more about the fund by visiting
eni.gsu.edu/main-street-entrepreneurship-seed-fund
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1

152
total number of
connected alumni
interested in holding a
leadership position

240
total number of
connected alumni in
the Entrepreneurship
Alumni Network

ENTREPRENEURSHIP

ALUMNI NETWORK

In collaboration with the Georgia State Alumni Association, the Entrepreneurship and Innovation Institute and a
dedicated group of alumni leaders established the Entrepreneurship Alumni Network in the summer of 2019. This
network provides alumni the opportunity to reconnect with the university, while fostering relationships with fellow
alumni in the fields of entrepreneurship and innovation. The Network will host a kick-off event in fall 2019, and
plans to bring together like-minded alumni quarterly for leadership panels, professional development workshops,
social gatherings, and more.

“I define entrepreneurship as having passion and
a vision for something, and nothing can stop you
from making that vision come true.”
Carlo Martinez

B.B.A. Finance, '02
Founder and CEO of
Steppingblocks
For upcoming alumni events and more
information on membership, visit
pantheralumni.com
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ENGAGEMENT

LaunchGSU

INCUBATOR
A Culture of Can-Do

LaunchGSU is 3,000 square feet of work, meeting, and event space.
Modeled after successful university incubators, LaunchGSU is located on
the 1st floor of 58 Edgewood Avenue NE. The incubator is open to any
enrolled undergraduate or graduate student with a startup idea – from food
trucks to online shops and franchising to consumer apps.
Learn2Launch Program

The Learn2Launch program supports Georgia State student engagement in
various events and activities surrounding ideas, innovation and
entrepreneurship both on and around campus. Students receive points for
participating in activities and those with the most points at the end of the
semester are eligible to earn prizes.

"The library is closed when I am ready to begin working at night and there
are too many distractions at home. LaunchGSU aligns with my crazy
schedule and provides a safe space to work on my business."
Tia Forbes

Ph.D. Student in Learning
Technologies

For more information about the
LaunchGSU Incubator visit
launch.gsu.edu
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250+
total number of LaunchGSU
members since opening in 2017

68
offered workshops and
programs from 2018-2019

53%
of members have formed
a legal entity

265
total number of Learn2Launch
participants

24
total number of Learn2Launch
events hosted

About Georgia State
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ABOUT GEORGIA STATE

STUDENT SUCCESS

AT GEORGIA STATE

Georgia State University is a national model for
student success for their work in eliminating
achievement gaps based on race, ethnicity or
income, proving that students from all backgrounds
can succeed at the same level. With seven campuses
throughout metro Atlanta, the university's 10 colleges
and schools provide more than 50,000 students with
unsurpassed connections to the city's business,
government, nonprofit, healthcare and cultural
organizations.

$2.5 B

NO. 2

NO. 2

economic impact on
metro Atlanta annually

most innovative
university in the U.S.*

best undergraduate
teaching in the U.S.*

3,000+

190,000+

international students
enrolled

Georgia State alumni worldwide,
include leaders in almost every field

* According to 2019 US News and World Reports
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One of the Most Diverse
Institutions in the Nation
Black 41%
White 27%
Asian 15%
Hispanic 11%
Multi-Racial 6%

Students are represented from every
county in Georgia, every state in the nation
and more than 170 countries.
Georgia State offers 250+ degree
programs at the bachelor's, master's,
specialist and doctoral levels and 30
associate degree pathways.
50 percent of students are bachelor’s
degree students, 36 percent are associate
degree students and 14 percent are
graduate and law students.

FOSTERING ENTREPRENEURSHIP

ACROSS CAMPUS

Entrepreneurship expands across all of Georgia State. Our team consists of administration,
faculty and staff across several units on campus. The Entrepreneurship Working Group meets
regularly to coordinate and facilitate cross-campus entrepreneurship efforts.

Entrepreneurship Working Group 2018-2019 Members:
Erica Bracey

Isabelle Monlouis

Manager, LaunchGSU

Professor of Practice, Entrepreneurship and
Innovation Institute & Associate Director, H.J.
Russell Center for Entrepreneurship

David Cheshier

Director, Creative Media Industries Institute
Robin Morris, Chair
Jackie Davis

Associate Director, Entrepreneurship and
Innovation Institute

Regents Professor & Executive Officer for
Entrepreneurship
Ben Lawrence

Professor, Center for Inflammation Immunity &
Infection, Institute for Biomedical Sciences

Aziz Hashim Professor, Franchise Entrepreneurship
& Associate Professor, Cecil B. Day School of
Hospitality Administration

Brennan Dicker

Janet Orr

Executive Director, Creative Media Industries
Institute

Assistant Professor, Economics, Perimeter College Clarkston Campus

Maria Gindhart

Nelson Pizarro

Associate Professor, Art and Design, College of
the Arts

Director, Social Entrepreneurship, Andrew Young
School of Policy Studies

Geoffrey Graybeal

Cynthia Searcy

Clinical Assistant Professor, Entrepreneurship and
Innovation Institute

Assistant Dean, Academic Programs, Andrew Young
School of Policy Studies

Tiffany Green-Abdullah

Jennifer Sherer

Program Director, Digital Learners to Leaders,
Center for Excellence in Teaching and Learning

Director, Entrepreneurship and Innovation Institute

Tim Denning

Elizabeth Strickler
Suri S. Iyer

Professor & Director of Graduate Studies,
Chemistry, College of Arts and Sciences

Director of Media Entrepreneurship & Innovation
Programs, Creative Media Industries Institute
Kyle White

Leonard Jackson

Assistant to the Dean, College of the Arts

Clinical Professor, Entrepreneurship and
Innovation Institute
Ken Mathis

Entrepreneur in Residence, Entrepreneurship and
Innovation Institute
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